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May His Presence warm  you.  

May His promise cheer you. 

May His love guide you.  

        God bless you at Christmas! 
 

 

                            Dr. Crawford & Sylvia Howe 
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Itõs Christmas! 
 

Letôs show our love and appreciation to our parsonage families! 
Most churches give one weekôs salary, plus individual gifts and 
other thoughtful expressions of love!  Church Board Secretaries 
and/or Pastoral Care Committee persons, would you please over-
see this?  God blesses generosity, especially when it is expressed 
to His called ministers!  Letôs model it. Shall we? 

Remember 
 

The full-time Evangelists who served in your local church this year with a gift of love and appreciation.  They have no income 
during the Christmas Season. Letôs give them a generous Christmas Love Offering. 

Year end Giving 
 

Itôs time to check our end of the year giving status.  While we pay the government our share of taxes, we do not need to pay 
more than necessary when the Kingdom needs are so great.  Would you do your best before December 31?   



 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DISCIPLESHIP  
MINISTRIES  INTERNATIONAL  

 
Rev. Ron Scarlett, Chairman  

Rev. William Clark, Treasurer  

Church Enrol SS Worship

Blackhawk Zone

Freeport   150 70 88

(Rockford) Gateway  100 54 120

River Chapel * 54 30 42

Rockford Auburn Rd 67 13 15

Rockford First 101 38 65

Rockford 1st Hispanic 42 8 39

Rockford Sam Rd 85 40 74

Bloomington Zone

Bloom. Fair. Knolls * 115 52

Bloomington First 424 81 206

Bloomington Sanct. Int. 50 24 28

El Paso 24 14 16

Eureka 236 79 112

Pontiac 94 37 45

Fox Valley Zone

Harvest Community 150 32 55

Marseilles 278 93 123

Ottawa First 1000 425 822

OFC  South CampusStats reflected in Ottawa First

Sandwich 63 15 25

Streator  * 238 22 47

Galesburg Zone

Galesburg First 536 202 285

Kewanee 165 27 52

Wyoming 265 59 60

Lincolyn Highway Zone

DeKalb 40 33 27

Living Well 45 56 61

Lost Lake 69 58 88

Mendota 12 34 16

New Hope 254 120 191

Sterling First 389 172 322

Peoria/Pekin Zone

BridgeWay Community 502 248 455

Creve Coeur 65 24 36

East Peoria 198 62 59

North Pekin 117 35 56

Pekin First 780 447 559

Peoria First 448 109 210

Peoria Northside 52 33 31

Peoria Southside * 50 48 48

Sunnyland 99 27 39

Quad City Zone

Coal Valley 53 21 31

Grace Community 102 36 45

Moline * 45 24 27

Rock Island 261 107 183

Southwest Zone

Ellisville 32 15 14

Lomax 150 43 40

Macomb 89 36 51

Roseville 43 11 21

Rushville 30 31 56

Spoon River Zone

Canton Eastside 45 76 100

Canton First * 164 67 76

Cuba 57 21 24

Havana 128 58 64

Lewistown 209 120 148

Smithfield * 98 55 82

St. David * 60 10 7

8923 3600 5538

Pekin First 42 Mendota 183%

Lewistown 26 GateWay 35%

Mendota 22 Wyoming 34%

Wyoming 15 Havana 29%

Lewistown 28%

DECEMBER STATS 2011 

DECEMBER 2011 TOP 5 

 
While all abuse is harmful, the impact of 
sexual misconduct involving minors is partic-
ularly devastating, far-reaching, and long-
lasting. You may be thinking, ñSexual abuse 
could never happen in our church.ò 
When it comes to sexual abuse, what we 
donôt know can hurt us. Worse yet, our ste-

reotypes and misconceptions can be tragically harmful. The 
problem cuts across all lines: economic, cultural, racial, denomi-
national, and gender.  
 

According to child protective service agencies: 
 

¶ 1 in 3 girls and 1 in 5 boys will be sexually abused by the 
age of 18. 

¶ Over 80 percent of sexual abuse of minors is perpetrated by 
a known and trusted person. 

¶ Approximately 20 percent of reported sexual abuse cases 
involve a female perpetrator. 

 

Although no standard ñsexual abuser profileò exists, abusers are 
usually perceived as genuinely ñniceò people that most would 
never suspect of sexual misconduct. A recent survey of regis-
tered sex offenders reveals the average sexual abuser to be well
-educated and active in church.   
 

The problem is real, and we clearly need to do something.  
But what? 

 

Join us at one of the following locations to find out what the Naz-
arene Church and our district intend to do to ensure that our chil-
dren are safe; 

¶ March 16th in Rockford (location TBD) from 7-9pm 
¶ March 17th at New Hope from 9am-Noon 
¶ March 24th at Peoria First from 9am-Noon. 

 
You will not need to elect delegates.  This is for all Sunday 
school/Discipleship Ministry Leaders, Workers and Teachers.   
 

All churches will be receiving a packet that that includes  
flyers and a DVD to help promote this. 

 
Letôs Protect our Kids, 
District Childrenôs Council 



 
 MISSION STRATEGY  

TEAM 

10 Ideas For Your Christmas Eve Outreach 
 

Christmas Eve is one of the most strategic opportunities a church has for connecting with un-churched people.  While there is 
no perfect way to organize your Christmas Eve service for evangelistic impact.  There are ideas that have proven themselves 
to be effective.  Here are 10 ideas that many churches have found effective at helping connect un-churched people to our 
church on Christmas Eve. 
  
1. Equip people to invite.  Create a simple invitation with service times, map, and brief description of the event.  Encourage 
people to invite their friends and family throughout the month of December. 
  
2. Use òticketsó. There is something about using tickets to invite with that draws people to attend.  They also are a great way 
to know how many people to be prepared for on Christmas Eve.  Often churches will find themselves having to add services 
because of running out of tickets. 
  
3. Scale up, not down, your music. Give your musicians a chance to tackle that really difficult piece of music youôve always 
wanted to do.  Iôve heard of churches doing ñCarol of the Bellsò by Trans-Siberian Orchestra, or large productions of Handelôs 
Messiah to get people talking. 
  
4. Involve the kids. Have the kids sing with the band or perform a Christmas special.  When children are involved they bring 
family and friends.   
  
5. Use a choir. When you make Christmas Eve a major outreach, your choir will make the event a priority.  The more people 
you involve in the service, the greater the outreach impact of the event. 
  
6. Sing Christmas music, just not too much.  Balance performance pieces with congregational selections.  A couple of con-
gregational carols go a long way. 
  
7. Light a candle, or more. Closing your service with a candle lighting to ñSilent 
Nightò sung a cappella is a beautiful way to close a service. 
  
8. Baptize people. What better way to celebrate the new life that Christ brings 
than to celebrate baptism?  Oh yeah, and when people get baptized they invite 
friends and family to celebrate with them. 
 
9. Preach the gospel. If youôve done the work to create a great worship experi-
ence, and to have a great crowd, then make sure the primary message does 
more than just remind people that Christ came to Earth at Christmas.  Give people 
an opportunity to actually receive Christ this Christmas. 
 
10. Follow-Up. Be sure to capture information from guests on a connection card.  
A great way to do this is to provide a free gift to guests, and then follow-up with 
them with a note card and phone call early the next week. 

Rev. Dale Schaeffer, Director  

From the Northwestern 
Illinois MST Team 



 
 

NAZARENE 
YOUTH INTERNATIONAL  

Merry Christmas from your District NYI Council! We hope you take time this season to reflect on the Love of Jesus and Gods plan 
to rescue us and the world from darkness. We also hope that this Christmas season you draw closer to him in relationship and 
obedience!  
 

ñThe Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.ò John 1:14 
 

 
Refresh 2012 

Mission to Toronto still has space available for you! If you are interested and still havenôt registered please send an e-mail to Tavia 
Weatherly our district Refresh 2012 coordinator (taviaweatherly@comcast.net) and she will get you the forms and information you 
need. The trip includes opportunities to connect with people from different cultures around the world, a Toronto Blue Jays baseball 
game, and opportunity to bring hope, joy and the good news of Jesus to a family! We hope you can join us as we serve others 
together this summer in Toronto!  

 

District NYI Convention ï March 2, 7:00pm 
Please make note of the change in date for our upcoming District NYI Convention. Convention will be 
March 2 at 7:00pm at the Princeton New Hope Church. Pastors, Delegates, and all in attendance are invit-
ed to stick around for our annual District Lock-In following Convention!  
 

 

 

District Bible Quizzing 
Bible Quizzing is off to a great start this year! A huge thank you goes out to Kim Glenn of Ottawa 
First Church for accepting the position of District Quiz Director. I am pleased to have Kim back lead-
ing this area of ministry for our district students! 
 

  
 

Rev. Ryan Goode, President  
Rev. Scott Perschall, Treasurer  


