
 The 

  VOICE 
 NORTHWESTERN LLINOIS DISTRICT CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 

 
 
          DR. C RAWFORD HOWE, D.S.                    J AN.  2011 / V OL.112 NO. 1  

Around the District . . . 
 

Church Year END date:  We are only 7weeks away from our NEW church year ending date (Feb 28, 2010). How are we do-
ing on our ministry goals for the year? Are we where we need to be? Do we need to make some mid-year course corrections? 
Please be reporting and staying caught up with all denominational investments' (WEF, P&B, ONU, DIST).  
 
 

ANNUAL Meetings: - MANUAL Paragraph 113.7 Your annual meeting may be held as early as Feb. 19, 2011.  Please also 
pay attention to a highly effective revision in electing district assembly delegates ð MANUAL Paragraph 113.14. 
 
 

Board of Ministry Day:  Feb. 10, 2011 @ Peoria First, All District Licensed Ministers/BOM members must keep this date 
open.  Information will be coming to you later regarding appointment times.   
 
 

Mission 2011 Conference: Pastors make every attempt to be there. 
February 21-23, 2011 Å Louisville, KY  
Where: Kentucky International Convention Center, Louisville, Kentucky  
Cost: $25 per person (Online registration opened Sept. 1, 2010)  
Register at www.nazarene.org or www.m11conference.org  
 
 

District Assembly ï May 20 ð 21, 2011.  Galesburg First has agreed to host this district family gathering.  We are looking 
forward to an early assembly: being with one another; hearing and seeing where God is leading our district and local 
churches.  Please mark this new date on your calendars.  You will want to be there for the entire event!  We will send you a 
District Assembly DVD and poster to help promote this at your church. 
 

 

VOICE online ï to continue viewing/reading/downloading the District Newsletter please go to www.nwilnazdistrict.org and 
click on the VOICE link on the home page. 
 

 

CAMPS: Kids Camp (July 5 ï 8, 2011) and Teen Camp (June 7 ï 11, 2011) at Lake Williamson, Carlinville, IL.  
 
 

Retiring Minister:   Dr. Dave & Alice Sorrell have retired from Rockford First.  They have moved to the Minneapolis MN area.  
We wish them well in their retirement and thank them deeply for their years of dedicated service in ministry on multiple dis-
tricts including this one.  Rev. Sorrell pastored our Streator church as well as Rockford First.  He served in many district lead-
ership roles across the years and was especially fond of preparing ministers educationally for their careers.   
 
 

Moving Minister & Family:  Rev. Scott & Sherry Sherwood have been at Bloomington First since April ó99.  Last month they 
accepted a call to First Church in Richardson, TX, and will be starting there the first part of February.  Rev. Sherwood has 
served faithfully and with distinction in many responsibilities locally, district wide, and at the general level including general 
assemblies as a delegate.  We pray our Lordôs best for them in their new assignment. 

Sylvia and I extend to you an enthusiastic THANK YOU for your heart-warming expressions of love to us via Christmas greet-
ings, gifts, and the generous love offerings from each of the churches! WOW!!! God used you to bless and encourage us in a 
BIG way!  We are blessed and honored to belong to this great district family!  May our rich God continue to bless you and 
multiply your fruit for your labors of love and BIG HEARTED giving! 
 

Also, your district superintendent deeply appreciates your Christmas love gifts to your parsonage family(ies)!  The Lord of the 
Church will bless you abundantly for genuinely honoring His God-called Ministers. 

 

http://www.m11conference.org/
http://www.nwilnazdistrict.org/


 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DISCIPLESHIP  
MINISTRIES  INTERNATIONAL  

 
Rev. Ron Scarlett, Chairman  

Rev. William Clark, Treasurer  

Church Enrol SS Worship

Blackhawk Zone

Freeport   150 69 109

(Rockford) Gateway  218 35 59

River Chapel 54 28 51

Rockford Auburn Rd 67 18 25

Rockford First 101 30 58

Rockford 1st Hispanic 42 6 36

Rockford Sam Rd 85 46 75

Stockton * 32 10 10

Bloomington Zone

Bloom. Fair. Knolls * 120 5 34

Bloomington First 447 97 218

Bloomington Sanct. Int. 50 36 43

Dwight 15 6 6

El Paso 24 12 21

Eureka 236 61 141

Fairbury * 45 26 30

Pontiac 94 44 54

Fox Valley Zone

Harvest Community 150 26 63

Marseilles 278 106 131

Ottawa First 1000 358 766

OFC  South Campus * numbers recorded above

Sandwich 63 12 24

Streator  238 24 38

Galesburg Zone

Galesburg First 536 275 298

Kewanee 165 33 48

Wyoming 265 47 70

Lincolyn Highway Zone

DeKalb 40 42 33

Living Well 45 53 52

Lost Lake 69 46 85

Mendota 12 11 23

New Hope 254 188 249

Sterling First 381 160 269

Peoria/Pekin Zone

BridgeWay Community 502 231 328

Creve Coeur 65 85 36

East Peoria * 212 50 53

North Pekin 117 40 48

Pekin First 750 470 638

Peoria First 426 98 172

Peoria Morning Star 0 3 25

Peoria Northside 52 41 39

Peoria Southside * 33 18 20

Sunnyland * 99 43 56

Quad City Zone

Coal Valley 53 20 29

Grace Community 102 50 63

Moline 45 21 30

Rock Island 234 89 149

Southwest Zone

Bushnell * 0

Ellisville 31 19 21

Lomax 150 42 47

Macomb 89 58 68

Roseville 43 8 11

Rushville 30 30 46

Spoon River Zone

Canton Eastside 45 71 108

Canton First 164 70 85

Cuba 57 33 37

Havana 137 56 58

Lewistown 200 83 123

Smithfield * 68 51 79

St. David 60 5 3

9040 3695 5491

SS ATT. Increase SS % Increase

Pekin First 210 Pekin First 81%

Galesburg First 90 Sanctuary Inter. 64%

BridgeWay Community 49 Auburn Road 64%

New Hope 41 Kewanee Grace 57%

Creve Coeur 27 Lost Lake 53%

Help in Being and Making Christlike Disciples 
 

Are you one of the many who longs for your church to experience 
more of Godôs presence? Do you personally long to better walk 
with Jesus? Have greater faith? More love? Do you desire deep 
peace, more joy? More of Jesusô purpose? power? Do you long to 
help others better know and follow Him? 
  
All of this is promised and provided through our being disciples of 
Jesus (Matt. 6:33, 11:28-29, John 15). We can abide in Jesus 
(John 15). We can listen to His voice (John 10). We can see Jesus 
and His good gifts (James 1). We can come to Him and learn of 
Him (Matt. 11).  
 

This March, our entire district, zone by zone, will be coached in 
being and making disciples of Jesus. Pastor Hal Perkins, author of 
several books on discipling, will guide this process. Each zone is 
invited to gather for one night and the following day to experience 
seeing and hearing Jesus, by His Spirit, through His Word and 
Body. Each zone event will include four gatherings: 
 

Å 7:00 pm, the first night: a meeting with Jesus, 
which will help all who attend to 1) see Jesusô 
work, 2) hear and respond to Jesusô voice, and 3) 
pray and obey according to Jesusô will.  
Å 6:00 am, the next morning: a second meeting 
with Jesus will be offered for all able to attend. 
Å 3:30 pm, that afternoon: a gathering to discuss 
the strategies of making Christlike disciples 
through helping individuals, families, and church 
families to meet with Jesus. 
Å 7:00 pm, the second night: a final meeting with 
Jesus, not just modeling but explaining why and 
how to help others be discipled by Jesus through 
meeting with Him. 
 

The date, and zone for each gathering: (locations TBD) 
 

ß March 3-4ð (church) Blackhawk Zone 
ß March 7-8ðñ Lincoln Highway Zone 
ß March 9-10ðñ Quad Cities Zone 
ß March 11-12ðñ Peoria-Pekin Zone 
ß March 14-15ðñ Southwest Zone 
ß March 16-17ðñ Galesburg Zone 
ß March 18-19ðñ Bloomington Zone 
ß March 21-22ðñ Spoon River Zone 
ß March 23-24ðñ Fox Valley Zone 

 

December STATS 2010 

December 2010 TOP 5 



 
 MISSION STRATEGY  

TEAM 

Iôm doing a lot of looking back these days.  Back in 2006, before I visited Ethiopia, before we ever heard of the Masterôs Plan, 
and before Cali was known to us as anything other than home to a notorious drug cartel, I wrote the following piece for our 
church newsletter.  The Great Commission and multiplication have been my heartbeat ever since Jesus moved into my heart.  
As you look back into your own spiritual journey, I suspect that you would have the same experience.  All of this church multi-
plication, and disciple multiplication, and group multiplication is the very heartbeat of our Lord and is exactly what we have 
been yearning for and preaching about and leaning into for decades if not generations.   
 

Hereôs an excerpt from that old newsletter column: 
 

 Donald McGavran is fond of asking unsuspecting students the question, "What is the fruit of an apple tree?"  When the 
 unsuspecting student gives the obvious (and technically) correct answer, "fruit," McGavran responds with a resound
 ing, "WRONG!"  (I used to loathe teachers like that.) 
 

 He explains, "The true fruit of an apple tree is not an apple, but another apple tree." 
   
 Christian Schwarz, one of the unsuspecting students, declares that this small shift in thinking is powerful.  If the true 
 fruit of an apple tree is another apple tree, then the true fruit of a small group is not a new Christian, but another new 
 group; and the true fruit of an evangelist is not a convert, but new evangelists; and the true fruit of a church is not a 
 new group, but another church; and the true fruit of a leader is not followers, but new leaders.   The true fruit of good 
 parents is not good children, but good parents.   
----------- 
None of this is new.  And for me, it goes back way before 2006 to the early 1960ôs when my Aunt Mae and Uncle George in-
vited their unchurched teenage niece (my Mom), who was in crisis, to come live with them.  Aunt Mae and Uncle George were 
part of a Nazarene church plant in Sunnyland.  Their niece became a brand new creature at that brand new church.  They dis-
cipled her and talked her into attending Olivet and drove her there and helped her through.  
 

I believe in disciple multiplication and church multiplication not because it is the next new thing, but because it transformed my 
life before I was ever born.  It has been the heart of God since before time began.  May God have mercy on my soul if I ever 
decide that enough is enough, and weôve multiplied enough, and risked enough, and invested enough.  As long as we have 
another breath, another dollar, and another lost soul to be reached, we have not done enough.  
  

Aunt Mae died last week, but the fruit of her labors are exponentially greater today than while she was alive.  An entire family 
tree has been forever transformed by her obedience.  And my mom was just one of the many lives for whom Aunt Mae was an 
agent of transformation.  My brother and I are only two of the many lives for whom my Mom has been an agent of transforma-
tion.  My niece, nephew, and daughters are just a few of the many lives in whom my branch of the family tree is investing.   
 

So, if you are resisting this ñnewò emphasis on discipleship and church planting because it is just the latest new thing and will 

fade away soon enough, will you please reconsider?  It is not a new thing.  It is as old as the New Testament.  Without it, you 

would not be a Christ-follower and your church would not exist.   

Is your life and your church producing fruit in kind?   

Rev. Scott Sherwood, Director  



 
 

NAZARENE 
YOUTH INTERNATIONAL  

Youth Ministry Resources 
 

Looking for some new resources?  Check out these sites for a wide range of topics and resources, all designed to help you as you 
minister and lead the youth in your church. 

 

Barefootonline.com ïThe NYI branch of NPH, Barefoot Ministries offers a wide variety of helpful resources. Featuring Sunday 
School lessons, videos, game ideas, and more, this is a great site to find material for your ministry. 

 

YouthMinistryAcademy.org ï Sponsored by the global NYI, this site has several free resources, including several small group 
and discipleship lessons. 

 

Simplyyouthministry.com ï Part of a family of sites by Group Publishing, this site includes blogs and articles about current is-
sues in youth ministry. It also offers plenty of freebies along with its wide selection of paid resources. 

 

Youthspecialties.com ï A leader in youth ministry for years, Youth Specialties is an excellent place to go for all kinds of ministry 
resources. 
 
Teen Camp: NWIL Teen Camp will be held Tuesday, June 7 - Saturday June 11, at Lake Williamson Christian Center in Carlin-
ville, Illinois.  Check out the campôs website at http://www.lakewilliamson.org/ 

Rev. Ryan Garner, President  
Rev. Kirk Johnson, Treasurer  

COMING EVENTS 

Jan. 8 ï Area Quiz #3, Sterling 
Jan. 22 ï District NYI Council, District Office 
Feb. 5 ï Area Quiz #4, Galesburg 
Feb. 19 ï Sterling Invitational Quiz 

April 9 -  NYI Convention 9:00ð2:00 p.m. Eureka 

http://www.lakewilliamson.org/


 
 NAZARENE MISSION  

INTERNATIONAL  

Rev. Renee Kindle, President  
Mrs. Carolyn Hawley, Treasurer  

The Presidentôs Perspective 
 

   O Lord, you know what is best for me.  Let this or that be done, as you please.  Give what 
you will, how you will and when you will.  ïThomas a Kempis 

 
 What would happen if all of us prayed this prayer each day for 2011? 

 
 I would love to find out!    Letôs find out together. 

   -Renee Kindle, District NMI President 

Alabaster: Enables ministry expansion  

By  Steve and Brenda Heap     Alabaster Offering received in February  
 

My wife and I had the privilege of attending the first service in the new Nilopolis Church of the Nazarene, Sept. 5, 
2010, in Greater Rio de Janeiro. Even though the new building is still under construction, it opened for services 
because the congregation has outgrown its old building. When finished, the beautiful worship center will seat 
2,000. 

Thanks to the Alabaster Offering, Jim and Carol Kratz were able to build a sanctuary that served the Nilopolis 
congregation well for 40 years. The Alabaster Offering, given in local churches around the world, provides funds 
for property and buildings in each region. Watching the people enthusiastically worship the Lord Sunday in the 

new building, I began to reflect on how the Lord took these offerings -- gathered in small boxes by children, teens 
and adults around the world -- to provide Nilopolis's first church building, which served as a place to advance the 

cause of Jesus Christ in miraculous ways.   
 

Let me mention some of them: 
 

The Nilopolis Church: 

ß Planted 30 other churches in the Greater Rio de Janeiro area. 
ß Has a Christian elementary school that provides quality education for those  

who can afford education as well as those who canôt.  
ß Sponsors national missionaries who are serving in several states of Brazil and even outside of Brazil. 

 

Members of this church include: 
 

ß The first director of the Brazilian Missionary Training Center. 
ß The first president of Brazil Nazarene College (the first Nazarene liberal arts college in South America) 

ß Dozens of outstanding pastors and thousands of members 
ß One of the first Brazilian Area strategy coordinators  

 
 

Dates to remember 
 

NMI Convention 

April 30, 2011 9am-3pm (Registration begins @ 8:30am) 
Princeton New Hope Church of the Nazarene 

Presidentõs Meeting at 3pm 
 

http://nazarenemissions.org/10080/story.aspx


 
 

GREAT COMMISSION 
FUND 

 

Rev. Ray Barker, Treasurer  
4220 N. Brandywine, dr., Peoria, IL 61614  

Great Commission  

Investment Fund  

2011 District Progress Report  

As of December 31, 2010 
Rev. Ray Barker, Treasurer  

4220 N. Brandywine Dr.  

Peoria, IL 61614  

NWIL District Office 
4220 N. Brandywine Dr., Peoria, IL 61614 


